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The Shrimper Owners Association 

Poole Section
March 2010 Newsletter 

Dear Member,
Well it’s that time of year again and we’re up and running, so welcome to the first ‘flyer’ of the new season.  If you have still to complete and return your membership form, plus the all important subs, then perhaps this flyer will prick your conscience.  

Currently the harbour is buzzing with the news that Brittany ferries has announced the immediate termination of the passenger ferry service to Cherbourg.  The ferry Barfleur has been laid up and the service is being transferred to Portsmouth.  However, the newly built truck-only ferry Cotentin will continue running to Cherbourg and Santander for the time being.  It’s a real shock for the Harbour Commissioners who recently invested huge sums in dredging and ro-ro terminal improvements.  As Brittany Ferries is the main income source for the harbour, the Commissioners will need to make some tough decisions.

However as the saying goes, when one door closes another one opens.  The Commissioners are apparently well advanced with plans to build another marina.  It will be situated at the seaward end of the ferry complex, north-west of Stakes buoy, in the area currently occupied by a derelict ro-ro ramp.  There will be car parking and services on site with the majority of berths being for long term moorings.

The construction of the new Twin Sails Bridge, to be situated adjacent to the Lifeboat College, moves ever closer.  By the time you read this, the final sign-off by the DfT will have taken place and the on-site work could start in early summer.  The bridge will hopefully help in the regeneration of the Town Centre and Lower Hamworthy.  However, the current Poole Lifting Bridge is a listed structure and will remain, so there will still be restricted access upstream to Holes Bay and Cobbs Quay. 
There was a superb turn-out of Shrimper owners for the demonstration on 13th February by Farecla Ltd at the RMYC.  Well done to Richard Pottinger for organizing the day.  We shall expect a dazzling array of Shrimpers now! 
Don’t forget that I have arranged for a meeting to be held on Saturday 13th March 2010 at 10.30am at Poole Yacht Club in order to discuss your sailing needs, receive ideas and to find out how you all see the future for our local Shrimper group.  I do hope that you will be able to attend and lend your support.  At the end of the meeting the bar will be open and hopefully you will stay for a drink.  Please let me know beforehand, preferably by e-mail, if you intend to come along.
So what’s on offer for Poole Shrimper owners and crews for the 2010 summer season.  A full programme of events has again been prepared and hopefully it will meet all tastes.  There will be day sails, longer distance cruises, and of course plenty of racing.  Everything however is weather dependant, so let us hope that this year we will have a proper summer.  A copy of the programme is attached, or enclosed if you are not on e-mail.  Meanwhile here are some early items:
· Shrimper ‘Start of Season’ Supper  -  Friday 26th March

You should already have received details of this event which is taking place at the Royal Motor Y.C.   There is a very fine 3-course menu with considerable choice available.  If you have mislaid the details but would like to come along, then let me know and I will send out the form.  It’s a great opportunity to meet old friends again, or for the racers to size-up the opposition.
· Parkstone Y.C. Monday evening race series  -  
Starts on Monday 12th April at 1825 hrs. with 3 series running through to 27th September.  Details from the club office or PYC class secretary John Tanner. 

· Royal Motor Y.C. Thursday evening race series  -  
Starts on Thursday 22nd April at 1850 hrs. with 2 series running through until 21st August.  Further details from me or the club office.
· Shakedown sail to Studland  -  Saturday 24th April
It’s something of a tradition to start off the sailing season with a short sail over to Studland, for lunch at the Bankes Arms.  It is suggested that 1130hrs through the harbour entrance would give ample time to sail over and drop anchor.  As the sea will still be rather chilly, I’ll forgo wading ashore and take the dinghy.  For the return home, the tide set at the entrance will be flooding back in from 1400hrs.
Yours aye,
Trevor Heritage

(Hon. Sec.)
11 Oval Garden, Stoborough, Wareham, Dorset.  BH20 5HR

(Tel: 01929.554070)  (e-mail – trevandgill@lineone.net)


